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VIEW FROM THE TOWER

CRISIS IN SAMOA

December 7 - 19, 1991
by Reg Hardman VK4XH

This article was originally printed in the 14 April
1992 issue of Amateur Radio Action, an Australian
amateur radio publication, no longer in operation.
Different versions were also printed in QST (January 1993)
and TCA - The Canadian Amateur (September 1992).

Over the last few days conditions had gone from bad to
worse, with very high winds and heavy rain. Read on for
the _nal installment...

PART 3
DECEMBER 11

0500z: Good contact is re-established with Ed and Utai
through the net, as they have _nally scrounged enough
distillate to get the emergency generator operating again,
and we receive the following status report:

“The weather has started to improve a little but winds
are still very strong,” we were told. “All buildings in Apia
are now damaged and most homes are damaged beyond
use. Apia Hospital has been closed and the patients have
been sent home because there is no power. The airport is
still closed but they hope to get it open Friday, December
13. The road to the airport is now open. We’ve just learned
that the hospital on the island of Savaii has been totally
destroyed and four are dead.

“It has become clearly apparent that it will take years to
rebuild, however the Samoan people are very resilient and
still smiling. The Samoan Cabinet will meet today with all
village mayors to discuss the immediate problem of food
supplies. The Prime Minister estimates that there is about
two weeks of food available on the islands; the rest has
been destroyed or spoiled beyond use. Ed states that there

is an immediate need for short-grained rice, _our, brown
sugar, tinned _sh, and tinned corn beef.

Other than the devastating news about its hospital, there
is still no information from Savaii which has been hardest
hit. The weather is too turbulent still for planes or boats.”

We receive word and also pass to Ed that our church
in Sydney will be shipping 39 tons of food for immediate
distribution via Emory Air Freight that weekend as long as
the airport remains open. A further 200 tons of food will be
shipped via sea leaving Christmas Day 1991.

DECEMBER 12

2000z: We establish contact with Utai and Ed with good
signals both ways. The highlights are as follows:

Ed tells us that the Samoan airport is about to open for the
_rst time since the storm struck. The _ooding has subsided
and there has been no rain or wind so far today. There are
still no phones, though. Ed has seen this ‘strange golden
object’ in the sky. Turns out he’s talking about the sun,
which hasn’t been seen for a week.

It is now a case of rebuilding under dif_cult conditions
and coordinating the shipping of materials. The net re-
ceives a transmission from FO5DO, Fernand, that another
cyclone (Wala) had threatened Tahiti, with some damage to
homes in Bora Bora, but generally not too bad.

Information is now _ltering through from Savaii that the
island was virtually totally devastated, with most buildings
severely damaged or destroyed altogether. Other deaths are
now being reported as communications improve with the
weather.

Almost all stocks of rice on the island have been dam-
aged by rain.

The NZ High Commissioner states that the NZ Deputy
Prime Minister will be _ying into Samoa today on a mili-
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