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FEATURE ARTICLE
...didn’t happen this month!

T

he Feature Article didn’t happen this month.
With any luck, it will occur next month.

Grandma Mara’s
RAMBLINGS

person before. And if I have, I can call them by name and
ask them how their twin grand daughters are doing, or
something about whatever information I have on file for
them. Most of us like to be recognized and made to feel
important.
After a while, if you listen long enough, you hear the
same call signs again. After three or four QSO’s I recognize the voice as being familiar. That’s when I begin to
think of them as a friend.
I find this kind of contact much more satisfying than
the signal report1/qth/rig/antenna/ and maybe the weather.
Sometimes though, that’s all you get from the other ham.
Maybe they are looking for numbers (quantity) rather than
a real contact (quality). Or perhaps they have been conditioned to thinking that’s what a real contact actually is!
But I know what a good one is, and that’s what I try to
cultivate when I talk with everyone. Make a friend instead
of a contact - ‘cause you can’t have too many friends!
1

I

have a lot of things in my life to be thankful for but
I’m especially grateful for the many friendships I’ve
made over the years through amateur radio. There are
many folks that I call ‘friend’, even though I’ve never met
them face to face! Likely you’ve had the same experience
if you’ve been active on HF and VHF or EchoLink, for
any length of time.
Could be that I have a bit of an advantage being female!
Seems like I generate a mini pile-up almost every time I
call CQ on twenty or fifteen! Or perhaps I have the kind
of voice that inspires others to talk about themselves. Maybe, I’m just
a good listener (although
Grandpa, when he was
alive, would have said I
Seems like I genwas just the opposite!).
erate a mini pileWhatever the reason,
people seem to like to talk up almost every
time I call CQ...
to me.
I’ve had people on the
other end tell me about
their marital problems, their genealogy, their pets, their
children and/or grandchildren, their job problems, their
financial troubles, their in-law difficulties, and every now
and then - their antennas and radio gear. To be honest,
I’d really rather hear about their personal challenges and
successes, or have them describe the area where they live,
or what life is like in their country, then to hear about
another dipole!
With my old computer set up next to the rig, it’s easy
to use the logging program to see if I’ve ever worked the
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Why are signal reports always ‘5 and 9’? Can’t anyone take the time to
look at their receiver signal meter? Or understand what the R (readability) and the S (strength) stands for? Grandma constantly hears stations
giving ‘59’ for a report and then saying, “...but I didn’t get your name or
your qth or...”.

CULTURED
CORNER
by ANØNMS

TURKEY TIME CLEAN-UP
The smells of slowly cooking food
in the kitchen play.
All the guys seem to hang around
and getting in the way.
When at last the meal is over
funny how it seems
you can hardly find a guy but
he’s fast asleep in dreams
Come the time to wash the dishes
Mom can’t find a one
To help her clean up all the mess
And let her have some fun.
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Next year she’s just going to make
job lists to perform
before they even gather round
the food and drink to swarm.

smaller. Now an automatic
random character/word group
CPO can be packaged in a
single integrated circuit (IC),
along with a keyer with self
completing dots and dashes,
programmable memory slots,
and a whole bunch of other
stuff thrown in for free.1, 2
Connect a handful of parts,
WHAT RIG DO YOU USE FOR
a speaker and a battery or
YOUR STATION?
power supply and you’re in
A two tube version cpo
Inquiring minds would like to know!
business.
Gone are the units
from the 1950’s. It used
Would you e-mail me with the model and manufacturer
a 35W4 as a rectifier and
that
would
buckle your knees
and what you like and/or dislike about it, for a future
a 50C5 as the oscillator/
newsletter? Send your info to ve1vq@eastlink.ca
if carried. Now they can fit in
amplifier. One side of the
chassis was ‘hot’ as no
a shirt pocket.
power transformer was
Over the years hams have
used.
tried various things to learn
the code. There is your basic
(cheap) circuit with a buzzer, a battery, and a key. Priced
right but sounds terrible! Early ones used a mechanical
buzzer; more modern circuits
you find on-line use a piezo
By VE1VQ
version. Neither one is all that
great. The mechanical buzzers
didn’t sound much like what
CODE PRACTICE OSCILLATORS
you heard on the radio, except
perhaps from a ham station
randma Mara’s series about her young friend’s
out of Russia or some other
interest in learning the code along with
communist
the history and theory of amateur radio
A more modern solid
country in
got me to thinking about my early days of
state design - the Morse
the fifties
Code Training Device by
trying to learn the code by using code practice
K5JHF. This one does
or sixties.
oscillators or CPO’s.
about everything but walk
Most piezos
the dog!
Some of you will remember the earlier code
Over the years
are normally
practice systems with punched tape, or sound
hams have tried
too high in
coming from vinyl disks on a record player, or
various things to frequency, especially those of us with
a hand keyed tone generator followed by an
‘advanced hearing’ - meaning hearing loss
amplifier. The first thing I remember hearing
learn the code.
that comes from aging!
the code on was (I think) a homebrew one,
Then there are the ones made with the
belonging to the local club. After the passage of
rusty trusty NE555 IC. Most of the circuits you find on
the years, all I can recall is that
the internet key the voltage to the positive pins. That
it had a huge speaker and - or
makes for a chirp as the oscillator achieves stability on
so it seemed - a fifty watt audio
key closure when the supply voltage is applied to the IC.
output (more power than the
Another 555 fact is that it produces a square wave output
first transmitter I built!). What
which doesn’t make for the most pleasant sound to the ear,
a punch!
especially over an extended practice session.
Commercially, there has been
Yes, it’s true that you can add components to alter the
considerable advancement
square wave into a similitude of a sine wave, but why
since those early days. Once
bother with the added complexity when it’s so simple to
tubes gave way to transistors
The good old days have the real thing.
code from a 78 rpm
and integrated circuits, the
The best sound of all comes from a circuit which
physical size, with the exception record.
produces a sine wave. Very nice to the ear. No clicks
of the speaker, became much
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or harmonics or
distortion as with
square waves. And
it’s not that hard to
produce them. It
takes a few more
components than
those required for
the 555 circuit - but
your ears will thank
you!
Next month, in
Part 2, we’ll get into
some actual circuits.

D
I
T

DI-DAH-DI-DAH
WORDS AND THEIR MEANINGS

The HEATHKIT HD-1416 series
of code practice oscillators used
two transistors to produce a sine
wave which was fed to a transistor
amplifier and last to a speaker or
headphones.

References:

W

hen Jeff, KD1WZ, lived on the eastern side
of the continent, he used to say that the state
in which he resided had ‘the best politicians
money could buy’! That phrase can be taken in a couple
of ways. One meaning is that the politicians were top
notch and worth every dollar they were paid. The second
one was that the politicians were the best that could be
bought and paid for, by groups or individuals. What
brought Jeff’s saying to mind is a campaign sign that I
saw recently.

Morse Code Buddy - (according to one item I saw on
the internet no inventory remains and the developers,
K5JHF and K5BCQ do not plan to make any more
available.)
2
Morse Code Training Device by K5JHF
1

WHAT ANTENNA DO YOU USE
FOR YOUR STATION?
Those same inquiring minds would like to know!
Would you e-mail me with the type of antenna and
whether it is commercial or home brew. Send your info
to ve1vq@eastlink.ca for a future newsletter

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Develop an attitude of gratitude, and give thanks
for everything that happens to you, knowing that
every step forward is a step toward achieving
something bigger and better than your current
situation.”
				
				

Brian Tracy

American television host
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I know nothing at all about this gentleman, but his campaign sign on a public street caught my eye. The ‘VALUE
FOR MONEY’ phrase is certainly open to interpretation. Does it mean that he will safeguard the taxpayer’s
dollars, making sure the city gets full value for money
spent, or does it mean he will provide good value in
return for anyone giving him money?

I’ve always had a bit of a fascination with words and
phrases; not that any of my English teachers would
have ever suspected such a thing from my efforts of
earlier days! With a handful of gift cards I’ve gotten for
birthdays and Christmases over the past year or two, I
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recently bought a bunch of books. One of them was titled
Nonsense: Red Herrings, Straw Men And Sacred
Cows: How We Abuse Logic In Our Everyday
Language by Robert J. Gula.
From the Chapters’
web site, the book’s
description says
‘Nonsense is the best
compilation and study of
verbal logical fallacies
available anywhere. It
is a handbook of the
myriad ways we go about
being illogical - how
we deceive others and
ourselves, how we think
and argue in ways that are
disorderly, disorganized,
or irrelevant.’
How often do we read an
e-mail from someone, or hear a person say something and
think - how out of line is that comment? And how often
has it turned out that what the person said, or what we
understood, was not what the person intended at all!
How often have we heard some ‘expert’ (actor, actress,
politician...) discourse on some topic, and we think that
because of their public position they must certainly know
what they are talking about?
You actually believe these people are experts on
anything? Have I got some choice, slightly dampish land
in Florida for you!
And what about your friendly politician or company
CEO using big words (meaning incomprehensible) so we
think they must know what they’re talking about - right?
Wrong! Most folks aren’t stupid. They just don’t want to
appear dumb in front of others by asking ‘exactly what do
you mean?’.
An interesting book. One that my old English teachers
might have appreciated also.
Until next month,
VE1VQ
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