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Grandma Mara’s
RAMBLINGS

CULTURED
CORNER
by ANØNMS

I

n one of my Saturday morning across-the-kitchentable conversations with Wendy, I found that among
her talents was the ability to play several musical
instruments. Nothing at the expert level but ‘good enough’
to pick up and play by ear, after a bit of practice. I wondered if this was the reason she had been able to pick up
the code as easily as she did. Her parents and her twin
brother had the same ‘gift’. It would be interesting to see
the findings, if anyone had done a study on this?
She had hit her first ‘wall’ or ‘plateau’ at slightly under
ten words per minute and was a little discouraged that she
could not seem to break through it. I explained that this
happened to most people, that it was nothing to worry
about. All she had to do was to keep on doing what she
was doing!
Wendy said she was practicing every day (her mother
made her finish her homework and her piano lessons
first!), for at least a half an hour. Sundays she took a
break!
She had also spent some time looking up ‘female radio
operators’ on line, so we talked for a while about that.
About how women had been in the forefront as communicators, spies, and sparks, both on land and at sea during
World War 2. 1, 2 Not a lot has been documented on the
subject, as it wasn’t considered ‘appropriate’ for women
to serve in active duty, or to take what was thought of as a
‘man’s job’.
In her on-line search, she had discovered that there were
‘female only’ amateur radio groups. 3, 4, 5, 6 She made the
comment that the members in these groups seemed to be
mostly ‘old people’. (Grandma MARA has noticed that
too!) Wendy found a web site where the members were
more her age. 7 She even found a Facebook group. 8
So my little student was progressing quite nicely. Along
with the code and theory study, she was delving into the
history of the hobby and finding her place it it.

LEAVES
All summer they grow
‘Till the world is all green.
Along comes the fall
And nature intervenes.
The first touch of frost
Starts the downfall and then
Straight to your gutters,
To clog over again.
The love of your life
Points out the weekend task.
Where’s my ladder gone?
Your neighbor you do ask.
Up on that ladder,
Holding on for dear life.
Out with the humus
And keep happy the wife.
Down from the ladder
Safe on the ground again.
One more thing completed
One less job that remains.
MNE
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WWII and Post War YL “Spark” Stories
YL Radio Magazine
ALARA - Australian Ladies Amateur Radio Association
BYLARA - British Young Ladies Amateur Radio League
CLARA - Canadian Ladies Amateur Radio League
YLRL - Young Ladies Radio League
Teen Radio Journey - Teen ham radio site
FaceBook ham radio for teens
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WHAT RIG DO YOU USE FOR
YOUR STATION?
Inquiring minds would like to know!
Would you e-mail me with the model and manufacturer
and what you like and/or dislike about it, for a future
newsletter? Send your info to ve1vq@eastlink.ca
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TECH STUFF
By VE1VQ

WEB SITES OF INTEREST...

T

he internet has been perhaps the greatest
development to come along since the invention of
the McDonalds’ Big Mac; and with it, all of the
accumulated information it holds. I won’t say ‘wisdom’
because that sort of stuff comes to an individual over
time and with study and understanding. It does, however,
contain all kinds of information, both useful and useless,
accurate and inaccurate, true and false. It’s up to you to
separate out the real stuff.
One of the great things about the ‘net is the ‘hyperlink’
or the ability to jump to other links and to other sites. Find
a page you like and typically on that site, you can find
other, like pages to view. Sometimes the new site is better
and with more information than the first.
Here are some sites I’ve found recently that struck my
fancy...
http://www.ve3sqb.com/
A site about antenna design and experimentation.
http://www.w8ji.com/
And here’s another site with more information for antenna
experimenters.
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
The Gutenberg Project digitizes books for free distribution
on the internet. There is a Radio Handbook (not the
ARRL one) on there as well as
the fictional Radio Boys series. To
find more free books, select your
favorite search engine and type
‘free books’.
http://www.ebook3000.com/
This is a great site for more free
technical books. I’ve downloaded
several from here. I’ve even read
the latest copy of PC WORLD
magazine on-line. And it does
have the ARRL Handbook
available.

WEBSITES
WITH FREE
TECHNICAL
BOOKS

http://www2.faculty.sbc.edu/
kgrimm/boatanchor/
The site for old equipment manuals, BAMA (Boat
Anchor Manual Archives) is THE place if you are into
old equipment restoration and repair, or if you inherit one
from your uncle Harry.
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http://blog.makezine.com/archive/2008/01/make_your_
own_vacuum_tube.html
Can’t find a tube for that old boat anchor project of yours?
How about making your own! Here’s a video showing a
French ham making real working triodes.
http://makeprojects.com/
From the same site with the vacuum tube video is
MakeProjects. All kinds of really interesting gadgets!
How to stain PVC pipe to any color. Use an off-theshelf home air purifier to culture and grow mushrooms.
Make realistic tombstones for your haunted house from
styrofoam. No amateur radio projects though!
http://www.n0hr.com/hamradio/
Links to all kinds of ham related sites and topics.
http://www.stevelarkins.freeuk.com/antennas.htm
Because of their lower allowed output power compared
to us, the Brits have always been keen on antenna
experimentation as a primary means to station
improvement, unlike us who simply add a kilowatt (or
several) after our rig.
http://www.pdftop.com/ebook/l.b.+cebik/
This section of the site contains a collection of online articles in pdf format with any
reference to LB Cebik W4RNL (sk).
W4RNL was a very prolific writer/
experimenter in the ham antenna field
for many years.
If you use the search bar and click
on the pdf square it will give you a list
of available documents on whatever
MAKE
technical subject you chose.
http://www.n0ew.org/k0s/k0s_2010/
k0s_2010.php
A website for The Strange Antenna
Challenge. Sounds interesting!

YOUR
OWN
VACUUM
TUBES

http://www.dxzone.com/
The portal for all things ham radio. If you can’t find it
from here, it probably isn’t out there.
http://www.eham.net/
Eham for news and equipment reviews.

http://morseringtones.com/cgi-bin/generate_ringtone.sh
You can have your call sign as your ring tone on your cell
phone and amaze your friends - ham and non-amateur
alike!
http://www.zedge.net/ringtones/
Don’t want your call sign as your cell phone ring tone?
Duh! How about Homer Simpson instead? This site
has hundreds, perhaps thousands of high quality ring
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tones - all free!
If anyone has a favorite web site, technical or other,
please drop me a line and I’ll include it in a future
column.
Happy surfin’!
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DI-DAH-DI-DAH

SCARE TACTICS, OR WARNING, OR WHAT?

W

hy do we accept some things as being
accurate and true when we know they are not take the long range weather forecasting - take
the short range for that matter! I realize that the accuracy
is better than it was ten years ago for the next day’s guess,
but a week away and being accurate is a seemingly rare
coincidence.
We had a hurricane by the name of Earl visit in early
September. Earl got a lot of air time on television, radio,
and the internet. All worse case scenario! What is it with
“Hams go where no engineer has gone before..”
all of these information places? I can see that CNN has
to keep everyone hooked to keep their ratings up, but
			
From the website of VE3SQB
the government hurricane centers? I suppose they are all
afraid if they under-estimate the effects of wind and water
they’ll be hearing from some high priced law firm suing
because Aunt Millie’s 100th birthday party got rained out!
In reality, it’s more likely they don’t want to be accused of
under forecasting a storm’s effects when things really go
bad.
One that they didn’t take a whole lot of notice of
(hurricane Juan, 2003), turned out to
have winds near 100 miles per hour
as it swerved west from the Atlantic
into the capital city area in the middle
of Nova Scotia, something that
wasn’t supposed to happen (it was
forecast to weaken and move farther
east out INTO the ocean). Trees that
had withstood years of wind blew
over, ripping up sidewalks, crushing
vehicles and damaging buildings.
Most of the people in the capital area
were without power for days, while
the power company tried to come
up with material, manpower, and
excuses.
So what should we do? Typical
public response seems to be either to
panic or to ignore the information?
Personally, I think we should do
neither, but go for the middle ground.
Do like we should be doing. Have
your storage in place, at least enough
to last for a couple of weeks. If you
have
a generator then make sure it
Left to right - Dave VE1VQ, xyl Angela, Art W1OND, xyl Billie, Barry N2PCT, xyl Sherry KB2YXI,
Jeff AI7D and xyl Debbie KE3FY, standing in front of the Washington DC Temple in October of
works, that you know how to use it,
1995.
and that you have enough fuel to last.
MNE

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
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WHAT ANTENNA DO YOU USE
FOR YOUR STATION?
Those same inquiring minds would like to know!
Would you e-mail me with the type of antenna and
whether it is commercial or home brew. Send your info
to ve1vq@eastlink.ca for a future newsletter

Have some cash on
Hurricane Juan, just south of Nova
hand for emergencies, Scotia, September 28, 2003 - photo
from the Canadian Hurricane Centre of
although now if the
Environment Canada.
power is off, chances
are that your nearby
stores won’t be open either. Everything is so computerized
these days that most businesses can’t operate unless the
power is on.
Make sure you have sufficient of what you normally
require, to get through it. Even batteries for your radio so
you can listen to the weather reports!
Until next month,
VE1VQ
MNE
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