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Thanksgiving Day is a holiday celebrated primarily in the United States and
Canada. Thanksgiving is celebrated each year on the second Monday of
October in Canada and on the fourth Thursday of November in the United
States.
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T

hanksgiving is one of the very few times of the
year where Grandma doesn’t feel that dessert has
to be something with chocolate! This is the time
when other flavors actually are acceptable. Take pumpkin for instance. As a vegetable dish and part of the main
course, I can’t imagine anything more boring and bland.
Others, I’m sure, won’t agree with me at all! (Walter is
one of those odd people who like it as a veggie side dish
- who knew?) But when you throw in all of the spices and
put it in a pie crust, along with some whipped cream, well
then you have something special! Maybe we should make
pumpkin pie part of the main course?

Thanksgiving dinner is one of the best days of the year,
in my mind, (after Christmas!) for time and food shared
with family and friends. This year, Walter and I have been
invited to Wendy’s parent’s home for the big meal. Over
her mother’s objections, we’re bringing some of the main
meal dishes and several kinds of pies, along with Walter’s
rhubarb punch. It didn’t seem right, going for a meal without taking something.
Somehow, pie goes along with this holiday better than
cake, or some of those fancy-smancy desserts you see in
magazines this time of the year (something made from a
few mint leaves and a piece of tofu sprinkled with some
kind of mysterious white powder). To each his or her own,
of course; families have their own tastes and traditions
that carry on down to the next generation.
Of course, a scoop or two of vanilla ice cream or a
splash of whipped cream on top of any kind of pie, with
some chocolate sauce drizzled over it all, certainly doesn’t
hurt it any!
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FIBERGLASS POLE VERTICAL ANTENNA
PART 1

W

hen Chuck, WD4HXG, mentioned a home
brew vertical antenna in an e-mail, I thought
he was kidding me. “Check out the Squidpole
antenna”, he said.
Seems that the Aussies have come up with an inexpensive, quick deploy, vertical antenna that uses a 9-meter
(29.5 foot) collapsible fiberglass fishing pole. By itself, it
covers the 40, 30, and 15 meter bands. With the addition

4.7 meters (15.42 feet)

RAMBLINGS
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10.1 meters (33.1 feet) of wire including the length of wire on the coil

Grandma Mara’s

Measure 4.7 meters (15.42 feet)
and mark the wire at that spot.
Insert the wire in the PVC pipe to
the mark and wind the coil. Exit
the PVC pipe at the finish of the
seventh turn. The remainder of
the wire will be the bottom leg of
the vertical.

Coil is seven turns on a 42 mm
(1.65 inches) diameter PVC pipe.
Coil location on the length of the
radiator wire is slightly lower
than center.
Insulated wire is wound in a slow spiral
around the fiberglass fishing pole.

Operates on 40, 30 and 15 meters.
Base coil networks are added for
80 and 20 meter operation.

Radials - see the
web page for details.

Coaxial cable to rig.

Drawing of a SQUIDPOLE antenna based on information from the http://www.perite.com/vk7jj/squidpoles.
html web site.
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of matching networks, it will operate on 80 and 20 meters.
I searched for the pole they used but couldn’t find an
exact match. MFJ list some poles that could be used, but
the reviews weren’t all that favorable. To be reasonable,
you are asking a lot of a lightweight fiberglass pole that
collapses down to a few feet, to hold up much more than a
correspondingly light weight wire antenna at full extension.
SPIDERBEAM make some nice fiberglass poles starting at $119 for the heavy duty twelve meter (39.4’) one.
It collapses down to 3’ 10” for easy transport. They also
have guying accessories listed on their site at reasonable
prices.
Since nine meters converts to slightly more than 29.5
feet. My thought was to have
the pole a bit longer and not
have to use the top section
which is typically very small
in diameter and tending to be
fragile.
In the end, after watching a couple of videos1,2 by
VE3TWM on YouTube, about
antennas using fiberglass
A collapsed SPIDERBEAM
poles, in which he mentioned
twelve meter pole and its
a company called JACKITE, I end cap.
ordered one of their thirty-one
foot poles costing $70, to try
out the idea.
A lot of U.S. companies love UPS to handle their shipping, most likely because they can ship cheaper than
with others. It used to be, and as far as I know remains
the same, that when UPS brings something across the
border into Canada, they act as our brokerage agents and
nail us for fees that don’t have to be charged if the same
item comes across by
another shipper. The
The lady at
lady at JACKITE was
very prompt with replies JACKITE was very
prompt with replies
to my e-mail questions
about shipping methods
to my e-mail quesand costs to Canada.
tions about shipShe said they could use
ping methods and
the United States Postal
costs to Canada.
Service as an alternate,
and for the same shipping charge of $22. If
I’d ordered a second pole at the same time, it would have
come for an additional $10 shipping.
Before the pole arrived, I started picking up the necessary material; wire being the first and most important.
From an article by WD8BCS in the April 2011 QST (page
38), I found a suggestion to use steel tape measures for
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radials. Since this antenna is to be a portable unit, that
idea resonated with me (antenna radials - resonant - get
it? Ok, it’s not great, but...). Checking out my friendly
PRINCESS AUTO store (where I also bought the wire),
I found 33’ long 3/8” wide steel tape measures for $2.99
each, so I picked up eight
of them. Better deal than
the wire at $12.99 per 100’
spool! In the US you might
try HARBOR FREIGHT (as
WD8BCS did). They seem to
carry similar stuff - even the
in-store smell is the same!
Try the bargain bin at your
Thirty-three foot steel tape
nearby home improvement
measure made by KESON
INDUSTRIES used as a radial.
store or one of the dollar
stores that seem to be everywhere these days.
I want to build a portable mount to raise the base off the
ground. The idea is to try raised radials, as articles I’ve
read indicate I should be able to do with less in number,
and increased efficiency than if they were on or under the
grass. We’ll see what comes out of the idea.
I need the pole in hand to get the actual base size, in
order to pick up the correct diameter pvc pipe to make that
raised base.
Then, I have to figure out a fast and easy way to connect
(and disconnect) the tape measures’ ends to some sort of
metal plate for the common ground connection. Perhaps
a variation of WD8BCS’s method. Not that it will be
connected to actual grass growing, dirt type ground. As
long as I have the radials above ground there is no (RF or
electrical) advantage in driving a ground rod. Besides, this
is supposed to be a portable antenna. Have you ever tried
to remove a six foot ground rod sticking six inches out of
the ground? I have one by the side of my house that I tried
to extract twice; once with a car jack, the last with the lift
bar on the back of my father’s farm tractor! It’s been there
for over thirty years now. You can come try if you’d like!
UPDATE
The JACKITE POLE was shipped via USPS from Virginia on the 24th of September at 7:04 pm and arrived at my
local Canada Post building on the 1st of October at 10:38
am. With the tracking feature provided on the shipment,
I could follow it all the way. And there were no custom’s
or any other charges. Let the (antenna building) games
begin!
1

YouTube Video by VE3TWM - Using Fiberglass Poles for HF
Portable Operation - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMxZ
WvGzflE&feature=related
2
YouTube Video by VE3TWM - Portable End Fed - http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7IuIk63HJg&feature=relmfu
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OTHER STUFF

L

ooking around the ‘net the other night, I stumbled
across a site that archives
various publications, and
found they had 73 Magazine
on file.
In the mid ‘60s, I bought
them from the local newstand even before I had a ham
ticket. Back then, it was noted for its quantity of simpleto-build technical articles, and its support for VHF FM,
and SSB, as well as the long editorials of its founder,
Wayne Green W2NSD. In later years, it went downhill
as advertising slowed, and (so it was rumored) conflicts
between the top people in the organization.
I bought Ham Radio Magazine starting with the first issue. Through the years, and
several moves, I’ve given
them all away. Some years
ago, as a birthday or Christmas present, my children
gave me the complete set
on CD.
A good many of the articles might be considered dated (e.g. using nuvistors for
six and two meter preamplifiers!), in these magazines of
the past, but I still find them fun to read. It’s also interesting to see how the articles and the advertisements have
changed from then, reflecting the interests of hams at the
time.

F

or those of you still building your own equipment and
wanting to make your front panels look good, check
out Front Panel Designer, a free
software download from Front Panel
Express. The British company provides it so you can design your own
panels which they will then manufacture for you. Nothing to stop you
from making your own templates
and overlays. I haven’t tried it but
it was highly recommended by Jim
K9JWV on the QRP CANADA email reflector.
A far cry from the days of using LETRASET dry transfer lettering on an aluminum panel, with a clear spray coat
to protect it, and then baking it in the oven at low temperature to harden the overcoat!

S

ome years ago, I did a NEWSLETTER article on
making QSL cards with commonly available software. This is an update, with two more programs to help
you put your best card forward.
The first is an on-line, do-it-yourself, QSL card maker.
MARA NORTHEAST NEWSLETTER

It’s a little bit limited, but for a fast card design it does the
job quite nicely. It lets you import a background image of
your choosing. It also has a MISC field to add text the presets do not allow. The site allows you to set up an account
so you can save information, so you don’t have to re-enter
it every time you want to print a card. Unfortunately,
it’s only good for the USA as it won’t let you change the
country.
The next one features a down-loadable file you install
on your computer. “QSL MAKER 2.4 is a compact application that allows radio station’s amateurs to design and
print their own QSL card. The program lets you personalize background, by importing pictures or just filling with
a plain color. All the elements of the card can be customized from the card size to the color of the address line.
The program allows you to be creative, change the layout,
the print setup, the page orientation and much more. It
can import ADIF log file for fields auto-filling during the
print process, or allow you
to insert directly QSO Data
There are many
into a table.”
programs availThere are many programs
available to “roll your
able to “roll your
own” QSL cards, ranging
own” QSL cards...
from the free stuff to basic
drawing and paint programs
pre-installed on your PC, to
“store-bought” software costing $100’s of dollars.
Take a look at cards you have or search on-line, to find a
design you like, or one you can change to suit your needs.
One word of advice - don’t try to include everything (including the kitchen sink) on your card - in the end, simple
is better!

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Every day you may make progress. Every
step may be fruitful. Yet there will stretch
out before you an ever-lengthening, everascending, ever-improving path. You
know you will never get to the end of the
journey. But this, so far from discouraging, only adds to the joy and glory of the
climb.”
			

Sir Winston Churchill
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ecently, I was reading in some old back isssues of
QST-on-line, articles about DXing and DXpeditions. Compared to most of today’s efforts - large,
well planned, well equipped, well funded, and well executed efforts, it’s a wonder
to me that they ever worked,
or that they ever worked
anyone.
When I was a young ham
first licensed back in 1967,
I would read in the issues
of 73 Magazine at the time,
of the adventures of Gus
Browning W4BPD; how he
managed to get from place
to place, island to island and
GUS BROWNING
reef to sandbar, where he
W4BPD
would set up his gear, pop
1908-1990
the cap on the bottle of Coca
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Cola (that he was famous for always having with him
no matter where he was), and get on the air. There was
no packet, no DX Clusters, no Internet, to pass the word
along, just word of mouth that Gus was on the air again
and making contacts. Hams got “sick” and stayed home
from work on the days when Gus was scheduled to be on
from some far off spot. From
what I remember reading
I’ve done a
then, and what I read now,
Gus was the very example of little bit of DXa gentleman, and a true ham. ing through the
His wife, and the love of
years, really not
his life, Peggy (who must
caring whether
have been an exceptionally
I get a QSL card
patient and long suffering
woman), accompanied him
or not!
on some of his travels. She
also wrote some of the articles for his DX newsletter (which he produced by hand
to help pay for their living and his travels), telling of her
experiences travelling with him to some of the rare and far
off spots around the world.
I’ve never been much of a chaser of DX. For me, the joy
is in the building of a piece of equipment, and getting it to
work, or the construction of a new antenna and seeing if it
will make a contact, that it’s more than just a dummy load.
I’ve done a little bit of DXing through the years, really
not caring whether I get a QSL card or not! It’s the joy of
making the stuff work, not having the card as the proof of
working the other station that is the important thing for
me. The memory is sufficient.
Our incoming QSL bureau sent me a bunch of cards
once. Several were from stations on this continent while
others were from European and Asian stations. Some were
from stations I’d never made contact with. Evidently,
someone was bootlegging my call.
I enjoy the reading the articles and seeing the pictures
of both the old and the current travels of folks who make
the effort to activate rare and distant places. Who knows,
maybe when I retire one of these days I’ll catch the bug
and join the screaming hoards of DXers, chasing after that
rare one! Grabbing my piece of the pie!
Happy Thanksgiving everyone.
Until next month,
VE1VQ
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