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ven though I haven’t mentioned them lately,
the folks over at the seniors’ home have been
very busy. They pooled the money they had
gotten from several community and government grants
along with what they had made from various bake sales,
raffles, and outright begging, and bought a good used
Elecraft K3 transceiver and the matching panadapter.
Walter was a good friend of the ham who was selling
the equipment and knew that it had been well taken
care of.
Another group of seniors and staff passed the radio
course this fall. There was thought that it might have to
be cancelled, or at
least postponed,
Another group of seniors
when Walter ended
and staff passed the radio
up in the hospital
course this fall.
with his attack of
kidney stones.
However, several of his friends from the local ham club
answered a call for help from Wendy, and took over for
the weeks he was “off the air”.
That made for another group buy of hand-helds, and
more voices on the local two meter repeaters. The older
hams are cheerfully mentoring the younger ones,
helping them to get over mic fright and coaching them
in proper repeater etiquette. “Older” and “younger”
being relative here. We have some of the “younger”
ones in their late eighties and the “older” in their early
seventies.
It is interesting, hearing them on the repeaters talking
about topics very unlike the usual subjects of discussion.
More of a geriatric slant on things!
From their Field Day experience, some have developed
a real interest in HF
and have continued
From their Field Day
on from their Tech
experience, some have
ticket to their
General. A couple of developed a real interest
them are even
in HF…
pounding brass much to Walter’s
delight - although at a pretty slow pace just yet. You
might remember Emily (Fred’s wife); well, she is one of
the ones who is working on her CW. Fred reports she
has some natural ability and is picking it up quite well.
The seniors are talking about (once they get their bank

account built back up again) installing a short range two
meter repeater on the premises, to make it better for
the residents, so they won’t tie up the other repeaters
in the area. Coverage would include the seniors home
and the close-in surrounding community. With so many
of the residents and staff having their amateur licenses
now, the administration has given indication they can
most likely find matching funding for the project.
Fred says that there has been some low level
grumbling from the shuffle board, poetry appreciation,
bowling, and crocheting clubs about losing members to
“this newfangled radio stuff”. The feeling from these
groups is that “once they come to their senses”, they’ll
return “to the old tried and true” activities.
We likely won’t get another chance, so the gang here at the
RAMBLINGS column would like to pass along to you our season’s
wishes for peace and happiness. From Grandma and Walter, from
Wendy and all of her crew, and from Fred and Emily and all of the
hams at the retirement lodge, Merry Christmas!
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f you have been reading these newsletters for any
length of time, you will have seen my dislike of
Windows 8 and 8.1. Just as version 8.1, was touted as
curing all of the ills of Windows 8, so Windows 10 was
going to save the world from 8.1.
From what I’ve read and from my own experience with
installing 10 on one of my office computers, this didn’t
happen.
Microsoft has been around for long enough and
should be able to figure out (or so you would think!)
what its Windows user base want for an operating
system. It wasn’t even like Windows 8 was their first
Edsel. They should have
realized after Windows XP
It wasn’t even like
was so well received that
they had a good thing going. Windows 8 was
their first Edsel.
But no, they knew, in their
wisdom, that we all wanted
Vista. Remember the ad campaign they ran to convince
us of that.
After dropping the ball with Vista, they seemed to
smarten up and produced Windows 7, their most
advanced and stable iteration to that point in time. Did
they learn anything from that whole series of events?
Looking at what followed in the 8/8.1 series of releases,
what do you think?
We waited for Windows 9 to be released, thinking

IMPROVING OUR EXPERIENCE
Seems as if the latest on-line advertising phrase these
days is “improve your experience”. I think SKYPE was
the first with “Just a moment, we're improving your
Skype experience”. The other day I was checking my
YAHOO GROUPS settings and found this, “We've
improved your Yahoo Groups experience. See what's
new!”.
So what’s with all this improving? Is it really better? Or
is it the marketing department trying to boost sales by
making you think you need the new things they hang off
the main screen, trying to entice you into signing up to
buy something that you probably don’t need.
Although I see that SKYPE has a phone calling option
that looks cheap - er, promising.

MAKING PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARDS
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I’ve been making printed circuit boards (pcb) for solid
state projects since the ‘70s, first through-hole and then
surface mount components when they became
available. Early circuit boards tended to be crude and
were hand drawn. Wasn’t long before I moved to using
dot and tape. This was a black material with adhesive
on one side. The tape
came in different
Early circuit boards
widths and was used as
tended to be crude and
the track (or in large
were hand drawn.
quantities for the
ground) while the dots
Skirt
were made in different outer diameters (with different
sized inner holes) for resistors, capacitors and
connection points. Integrated circuits had their own
uniquely shaped pads. This was laid out on a clear mylar
sheet as you didn’t want the tape used for tracks to
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from past events, that they surely would come out with
a Windows 7 but better. The computing world was all atwitter when it was announced that the name Windows
9 would be skipped and we would be getting Windows
10 - and for free. It would be so much better; it had to
be, didn’t it - skipping the version
number 9 just made it so. Well,
actually, it was someone in the
advertising department wanting
to distance the replacement version as far from 8/8.1 as
they could without being too obvious.
And now we have a less than inspiring version number
10. Is it Win7 but better? Can we get on with using our
computers without all of the problems and pain of
8/8.1? Can we just do stuff now without having to figure
out a cranky and screwed-up operating system?
Nope! Not even close!
What business of any size is ever going to move
beyond Windows 7 to Windows 10 unless they
absolutely have no
other choice; only
What business of any size
because the support
from Microsoft for 7 is ever going to move
beyond Windows 7 to
will run out, or the
old hardware can’t
Windows 10 unless they
be fixed any longer.
absolutely have no other
Some will look at
choice…
buying new
computers and
downgrading the OS back to 7. That is difficult even
now, as the technology has moved along to the point
where the current computer hardware isn’t happy with
some of the hardware drivers included with the 7
installation CDs, and they tend to barf when installed. It
won’t be long before it will be completely impossible to
do.
Perhaps by then, someone with more smarts then the
current crop of decision makers at
Microsoft will wise up and produce
a true Windows 7 upgrade. Make it
look and act the same, but keep the
improvements hidden under the hood. Don’t change
the user interface (what you see on the screen and what
you have to click to make something happen. Oh, you
can make it look a little fancier if you feel the necessity,
but don’t move stuff somewhere else under several
more additional layers of menus. Just keep it essentially
the same. Don’t “improve our experience” by making it
more difficult to get things done.
Until that happens, it almost makes me want to buy a
Mac!
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shrink and pucker which happened if you were to use
paper instead. I used Letraset dry transfer lettering for
any letters and numbers required. All were single
sided.
Once the dots and tape were in place, you photographed it. In my case, we would send it off to the
local printer who had a large horizontal job camera
and who would produce a one-to-one size negative. In
the early days, the negative was clamped in a frame to
the pre-sensitized pc board and left in the sun for an
hour or so. Honestly, this was how we did it before we
had an ultra-violet light source! This exposure method
slowed down production considerably as you had to
have a sunny day, and with all the variables
(intermittent or hazy cloud cover, exposure angle,
time of year, etc.) consistency was hard to come by.
The company soon pried a few dollars free and I made
an indoor UV exposure frame with a timer. Eventually,
we bought the special chemical from Kodak and
produced our own sensitized boards.
Back then, once we had a final “nailed down” board
design, we sent the physical artwork off to the pcb
production company, if the job required a sufficiently
large number of
boards. Small
quantities were
done in-house.
Now, it’s much
easier to lay out a pcb design on your computer, in a
relatively short time, using a program such as
ExpressPCB, and then send the files off via e-mail to
one of those companies specializing in board
manufacturing.
You can still do your own one-offs. Using that same
software available from ExpressPCB (the free version
is size limited but is usually large enough for what
most of your projects will require. And now, rather
than having to produce that 1:1 negative you can use
a printed page from a laser printer.
I’ve covered this method of board making in a past
newsletter, but I recently found a series of videos on
YOUTUBE that explain it even better. Chuck Adams,
K7QO, well known in North American QRP circles,
covers the whole project from beginning the design
on the computer, to laser printer and paper, through
heat transfer of the toner from the paper to the
copper surface on the circuit board. He shows you
how to make the etching solution from two chemicals
readily available from Walmart and Home Depot. He
even talks about neutralizing the used etchant and the
proper disposal.
If any of you are still using UV from the sun to make

your project boards, take a look at this series of videos
and bring your production methods into the twenty-first
century.

IDIOM PRESS RISES FROM THE DUST
A few months ago, I shared some information about a
switched capacitor audio filter (SCAF) from Idiom Press.
The month after that article appeared, IP announced
they were going out of business.
Well, it seems the business has been taken over by
HamSupply.com who expect to be shipping all products
by January 1st of 2016. If you
have an interest in the
products formerly made and
sold by Idiom Press, take a
look at their website for updates. The new outfit plans
on supplying the same items and providing service and
warranty on devices previously sold by Idiom.
AR

Minutes of the
Meeting of the
Executive and
Directors
A meeting of the Executive and the Directors of the
Mercury Amateur Radio Association - North America
North East was held via SKYPE on the 14th of
November 2015.

This meeting was held in order to complete the business
not dealt with during the Annual Meeting of 24 October
2015.
In attendance
Charles Bruington, WB4FLM, Board Member
David Hinkel, N3GRH, Board Member
Steve Kelly, K2KEL, VPres
David Marling, VE1VQ, Secretary
Chuck Moore, WD4HXG, Board Member
Bruce Wortmann, N3IA, Board Member

The meeting opened at 9am with an opening prayer by
Bruce, N3IA.

2016 to firm up plans for the annual meeting.
The meeting ended at 10:45am.
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Minutes from 2014 Annual Meeting
The minutes from the previous annual meeting on the
11th of October of 2014 were read by Dave, VE1VQ.
Motion to approve the minutes was made by Bruce,
N3IA and seconded by Dave, N3GRH. Motion carried.

The

Business arising from the minutes

best of all

The question was asked in the 2014 Annual Meeting as
to the actual geographical area for the MARA North
East. According to the constitution, the area is the same
as that of the North East Area of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints. At the time of the meting no
one could provide the answer.

gifts around
any Christmas tree

An entry in Wikipedia indicates that the area consists of:

is the presence of a

Connecticut; Delaware; Indiana; Maine; Maryland;
Massachusetts; Michigan; New Brunswick; Newfoundland;
New Hampshire; New Jersey; New York; Nova Scotia; Ohio;
Ontario; Pennsylvania; Prince Edward Island; Quebec; Rhode
Island; Vermont; Virginia (most of the state); Washington,
D.C.; West Virginia; Bermuda (UK); Saint Pierre and
Miquelon (FRA)

happy family all wrapped
up in each other. -

Burton Hillis

Election of a new President
Illness has forced Bob Anderson, N3TS, to step down
from the position of President of MARA North East.
Bruce, N3IA, agreed to take over the position for the
remainder of Bob’s term expiring in 2017. Carried by a
voice vote.
Possible Field Day in 2016
Chuck, WD4HXG, asked why we couldn’t have a
MARA NE Field Day operation in 2016.
Face-to-face Annual Meeting for 2016
There was some discussion about having a face-to-face
meeting for next year. The consensus was to have it in
Philadelphia to coincide with the open house period of
the Philadelphia Temple.
Questions arose about holding our meeting in a Church
owned building. The Franklin Institute museum was
suggested as an alternative location. Seems they have an
amateur radio club at the site. Bruce, N3IA, will inquire
to see if we can hold our annual meeting there.
The time of the meeting is tentatively set for the end of
May, 2016.
It was agreed to have a meeting on Skype in January
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nother year gone by, and we’re back around to
December once again. Typically, a busy month,
what with various parties, concerts, activities,
special festive meals, family gatherings, and more.
In the rush to do all of these things, we often forget
exactly the “why” of the season. Take a little time and
remember to be a little kinder this month, a little more
free with your smiles, with your thanks, and with your
honest praise to everyone you meet. A little more giving
when you drop your spare change into the Salvation
Army kettle. A little more generous with your Fast
Offering donation.
How about mentoring a Mentor a new ham.
new ham. Do you have a
spare rig or hand held that you are not using, and most
likely never will? Clear out some of your stuff and pass it

along to a recently licensed ham who can put it to good
use.
Are you a new ham? Reach out to an older more
experienced ham and ask them questions. Develop a
relationship and perhaps a friendship.
Let some of the spirit of the season work its magic on
you - and then pass it along to everyone else.
Speaking of the season’s magic, I am a long time fan of
Jim Henson’s MUPPETS. There are a couple of their
Christmas Specials on YouTube from 1979 and 1987. The
first featured Jon Denver and the latter included Doc
and other Henson characters from FRAGGLE ROCK.
Enjoy them with your children and/or grandchildren or
(don’t tell anyone) by yourself.
Until next month,
VE1VQ

