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W

hen Walter and some of his friends get
together and they reminisce about shared
memories of days gone by, as folks our age
are prone to do, the talk will often turn to those who
aren’t around any more; high school chums they knew,
mutual college friends, or the men and women they
served with in the
When a name of a friend
military.
Walter and his
who didn’t return comes
friends never say
up, there is always a
what they actually
pause before the flow of
did in the jungles
of south east Asia.
conversation resumes.
They only talk
about the strange or humorous things that happened to
them. My mother and grandmother said the same
things about what my father and grandfather would talk
with them about their respective wars.
When a name of a friend, who didn’t return, comes
up, there is always a pause before the flow of
conversation resumes. If I ask Walter later, about this or
that person they were talking about, he will always get a
faraway look and give me a long silent hug. I have come
to understand what that means.
He does talk about operating from MARS stations over
there. Or about how he re-tuned some of the HF
military gear to the 20 or 15 meter ham bands to work
stations state-side, when things were slow late at night.
Sometimes he talks about the prime radio equipment
(like Collins) that got left behind when the military
pulled out, that he
wished he could have
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somehow brought
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back with him.
He talks about the
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places in southeast
depends on who and
Asia he got to see
while there. But most what you are looking
for.
of all, he talks about
the people he got to
know and became friends with. He says you find good
and bad people wherever you go. It all depends on who
and what you are looking for.
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J

oin us on Skype each Saturday morning after the
MARA NE 80 meter SSB net. We usually “log into
the Skype net” around 7:30 am (Eastern). Check
out the “how to” information in the September or
October issues of the Newsletter under the Annual
Meeting section.
If you are already a Skype user you probably know
how periodically the software wants to do an upgrade
“to improve your Skype experience”. Usually, after the
“improvement” it takes a day or two to make things
work smoothly again.
Most weeks we turn off our video as too many users
with their video enabled slows things down to a crawl
(or a screeching halt).

DUMMY LOAD
Last month, I made reference to AD5X’s web site and
all of the construction, modification, and equipment
review information available on it. I stumbled upon it
while doing a Google search for dummy loads. I was
looking for a circuit that I could use to accurately (and
cheaply) measure transmitter output power. Phil
describes two projects; one for QRP measuring up to a
maximum of twelve watts, the second for a top limit of
two hundred watts. The lower power version is the one
that caught my interest.
The part numbers in the article are given for Mouser.
While I’ve never ordered from them, I see that Mouser
sells to Canada, which is really helpful. I’ll be putting an
order together shortly.

WOULDN’T IT BE NICE IF WE…*
COULD HAVE AN RS-232 PORT

I recently had to install a usb to serial adapter on my
(less than a year old) HP laptop. Computers don’t have
RS-232 ports any more. Guess they are out of fashion.
Anyway, I needed the serial port to program a new
replacement fire alarm panel in a local high school.
In theory, the simple solution (according to various
web sites) is to add a USB to serial adapter. In practice,
this may or may not work!
The first adapter I tried was made by Tripp-Lite and
had a Prolific chip set. The mini-cd that came with it was
so out-of-date that the Windows 7 wasn’t even on it. No
problem, I went to their web site and downloaded the
current driver for Windows 8.1. The adapter installed

*My apologies to the BeachBoys!

and all was good - until I went to the fire panel location.
Connecting the interface box to the usb/serial adapter
cable showed activity on the little LED. The fire panel
software wouldn’t connect.
At this point the fire alarm panel manufacturer’s help
desk suggested to me that perhaps the interface box
was defective. Apparently, these things aren’t known to
be very robust. So I ordered another interface from
them. This one came with a usb to serial adapter. I
thought that was a nice touch! The fact that it used a
Prolific chip set caused me to wonder about how much
further ahead I was. The included CD was way out of
date. Sigh! The fire panel manufacturer’s support line
guy told me to use the Windows 7 driver. No problem, I
went to the Sabrent web site to download the latest
one. Finding their web site confusing, I ended up calling
their support line. The nice support person said, “Sir, the
adapter you have will not work with Windows 8.1. You
need our model number …!”
I knew from reading the mail on various e-mail
reflectors that the usb to serial adapters using Prolific
chip sets were giving people grief trying to get them to
work. And not only with Windows 8/8.1 either. Seems
there are a lot of counterfeit chip sets out there that
have found their way into the legitimate manufacturers
production lines. Apparently, Prolific changed the
drivers in some way to foil
the counterfeiters, but now
even their own chips are
having problems. Prolific,
however, blame it on the
counterfeits.
User on-line posts
Startech FTDI usb to serial
indicated that people had
adapter
better luck with adapters
using the FTDI chip sets. So I purchased one made by
StarTech. Rather than have a driver for each version of
Windows OS, one download is supposed to do it all,
with the installer program choosing the right driver for
your PC.
Startech, with the head office in Canada, has
operations in over fifteen countries and 30,000 active
resellers worldwide, manufacturing over 3000
products. If you need something to
interconnect/interface a piece of electronics to another
piece of electronics, at a reasonable price, they
generally make it.
I’ll let you know if it works out!
Whatever happened to Plug-N-Play?
Must have gotten lost in Windows 8!
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The annual meeting of the Mercury Amateur Radio
Association - North America - North East was held
via SKYPE on the 24th of October 2015.
Attending
Charles Bruington, WB4FLM, Board Member
David Hinkel, N3GRH, Board Member
Steve Kelly, K2KEL, VPres
David Marling, VE1VQ, Secretary
Chuck Moore, WD4HXG
Bruce Wortmann, N3IA, Board Member
The meeting convened at 9 am (Eastern) with
WB4FLM, N3GRH,VE1VQ, WD4XHG and N3IA
present.
President Bob Anderson, N3TS, is very ill and had sent
his regrets that he would not be able to attend.
Steve, K2KEL was not present at the earlier part of the
meeting due to illness but did join in for the latter part.
Discussion followed amongst those on-line as to what we
should or could do with so few members and no
President and Vice President present in the meeting. It
was decided that with three of Board of Directors present
that some business could be conducted while other
would be postponed until a later
date.
Minutes of previous meeting
Reading of the minutes from the 2014 annual meeting
was postponed.
Financial report
VE1VQ reported that, according to the directions given
to the Treasurer at the 2014 Annual Meeting, Stan,
N3HS had closed the MARA - NE bank account and
donated the full amount of $247.88 to the Perpetual
Education Fund of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter- Day Saints. This was done on the 28th of
November 2014.
See the account information at
http://ne.mara.net/bank.htm
A letter had been previously sent to N3HS thanking him
for his service in maintaining the group’s account.
WD4HXG said he would contact N3HS to find out how
Stan’s health was doing.*

New Members
Two individuals had made application since the last
annual meeting.
Don Hilton VA7DH
Vern Webb K7VSW
We regret to inform you of the passing of MARA North
East member Stan Staten.

They were accepted by those present. The membership
list at http://ne.mara.net/members.htm will be updated
to so indicate.
Board of Directors
Two positions on the Board of Directors were up for
grabs. David, N3GRH agreed to continue for a further
six year period in his spot. Barry, N2PCT, did not wish
to continue so Chuck, WD4HXG, agreed to stand for a
six year period.
Both were accepted by all present.
Succession of President
Bob, N3TS, has indicated that because of serious illness,
he wishes to step down from the position of President.
Steve, K2KEL, agreed to act as interim President until
another person could be found. He, himself, did not
wish to assume that position.

Stan was instrumental in the set up of the original
Bishop's Central Storehouse in Upper Marlboro, MD.
In years past, Stan operated The 3
Winks BBS system (a tweak of his
former call sign "W3INK"). This, in the
late 1980's and early 1990's when
early e-mail and peer to peer file
transfers were the cutting edge
technology for the rapidly changing
computer world.
He retired after a career with the
U.S. Department of Energy.
Stan served as Treasurer for the
North East MARA group until 2012.
The following obituary was originally printed in the
Washington Post.

It was agreed by those Board members present that a
BOD meeting would be held via SKYPE on Saturday
the 14th of November at 9 am. A search for possible
candidates for the position of President would take place
from now until then.
The meeting was officially ended at 10 am.
Our thanks to Chuck, WD4HXG, for the technical side
of providing and managing our SKYPE meeting.
found out the next day that Stan, N3HS, had passed away on 16
*WD4HXG
April of this year. See the right hand column on this page for N3HS’s
obituary information.
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“On Thursday, April 16, 2015, H. Stanley Staten of
Gaithersburg, MD (Ham radio call sign N3HS). Beloved
husband of Diane S. Staten; loving father of S. Scott Staten,
Beth Staten Leon,
Skirt
Heather Staten Sjavik,
Stan served as Treasurer
Laurie Staten Nguyen,
Tammy Staten Williams, for the North East MARA
Becky Staten Woodruff,
group until 2012.
Erin Staten Presley,
Mandi Staten Malaman,
Ashley Staten, Andrew C. Staten and the late Jonathan R.
Staten; brother of Suzanne Staten Wyatt, Thomas Rowland
Staten and the late James Richard Staten. Also survived by
twenty-six grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Friends
may call at DeVol Funeral Home, 10 East Deer Park Drive,
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 on Tuesday, April 21, 2015 from 6 to
8 p.m. and from 10:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Wednesday, April
22, 2015 at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
18900 Kingsview Road, Germantown, MD 20874 with a
funeral service to begin at 11 a.m. Interment St. Mary's
Cemetery, Rockville, MD. In lieu of flowers memorial
contributions may be made to Humanitarian aid fund - LDS
Philanthropies. (www.ldsphilanthropies.org).”
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“You will never find anybody who
can give you a clear and compelling
reason why we observe daylight
savings time.”

Dave Barry

S

o, what is the point to Daylight Savings Time?
Government bureaucratic types and other
proponents always trot out the excuse that
farmers need this to get their work done. I can’t
remember ever meeting a farmer who was concerned
about DST as much as about what time daylight actually
occurred so they could get out on the land or to the
barn to do whatever it was they had to do.
The next argument that comes out is that it saves on
lighting and energy costs in the colder part of the year.
They forget that they’ve simply shifted the time so that
in the fall and winter it is now darker in the early
morning hours, and the cost savings (if there are any)
are countered by extra costs incurred at the earlier time.
Some studies indicate accidents go up when the time
change happens. Others say accidents go down when
the next time change occurs. Who to believe?
As for the argument that you “gain” an hours sleep
every fall, how
about the fact that
In the end, it likely comes
you “lose” that
hour every spring?
down to whoever stands
In the end, it
to gain the most from
likely comes down
maintaining the status
to whoever stands
quo.
to gain the most
from maintaining
the status quo.
Perhaps it’s the battery makers, who want you to
change your smoke detector batteries each spring and
fall. After all, if there was no more time change, how

would you know to swap the old out for the new?
According to one source, one of the reasons we
continue to put up with the absurdity is because of the
golf industry and the money generated. However, the
same source lays the real blame on the United States
Chamber of Commerce, who realized extra evening
daylight in the summer was good for businesses as it
gave more daylight time for the workers to shop after
they got out of work.
The original reasons for DST have long since
disappeared from human understanding. It’s too bad
our politicians, having started it in the first place,
wouldn’t do something useful now and vote the
ridiculous custom out of existence.
Perhaps that’s where the problem is, and not to all of
the other reasons and places we’ve been led to believe.
Follow the money!
Until next month,
VE1VQ

