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I

can’t believe it’s nearly Christmas again. I can
tell you I’m not liking the dropping in the temperature that happens this time every year.
November was so nice that you get the idea it’s
going to keep on the same way.
We may not get the same temperatures through
the winter months that we got in October and
November, but according to the Old Farmer’s
Almanac, this winter is supposed to be warmer
than normal - up to 6 degrees higher, with normal
snow fall. Grandma
would like that!
…according to the Old
Even though I had
Farmer’s Almanac, this
my bunions operwinter is supposed to
ated on and
be warmer than normal
removed a while
back, my feet still
- up to 6 degrees
bother me in the
higher.
winter. They start
aching a few days before a cold front moves down
from Canada and it starts to snow, so I can tell what
is coming even before the weather people have it
on their maps.
At my age, when the frigid winter weather comes
along, I tend to hunker down with a good book
downloaded to my tablet. Walter has given up trying to get me outside for some of the QRP activities
that go on each year. FYBO is one that comes to
mind. That stands for Freeze Your Butt Off where
you get a multiplier based on how low your operating temperature is. Definitely not for me! Field Day
has about the right set of conditions for any out-ofdoors activities I might think of doing. Doesn’t
usually snow in June.
And speaking of Field Day, next year it will fall on
the 24th and 25th of June. Our group has already
had several
informal meetings
to talk over what And speaking of Field Day,
next year it will fall on the
we would like to
do next year. The 24th and 25th of June.
seniors’ group is

thinking about having their own full weekend FD
operation, but coming over to be with us for the
Saturday night meal. Walter and I, and Wendy, her
boyfriend, and her family are planning our usual
spot at the park camp ground.
So, life is good. We all have a lot to be thankful
for. As we approach the celebration of the birth of
our Saviour, all of us here would like to wish all of
you out there, the best of the Season. We hope you
get to spend some fun and enjoyable time with
family and friends. We sure will!
Merry Christmas!
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he mouse that soared - a catchy title for an
article that appeared on PC WORLD
MAGAZINE’s web site in 2008, celebrating
(at that time) the lowly mouse’s 40th anniversary.
“On December 9, 1968, Stanford Research
Institute scientist Douglas Engelbart demonstrated
his unique invention - the computer mouse - for
the first time in public. It took another
decade and a half for it to catch on,
but once it did, computing
was never the same.”
By the time it did become popular, the patent had
run out and Engelbart did not derive very much in
monetary remuneration. Check out the link above
for some interesting pictures and comments.
TEN-TEC RISING AGAIN?
Those of you who are TEN-TEC fans have certainly
been on a roller coaster ride the last couple of
years. Seems like the company is sold, and almost
before the ink dries on the legal papers it is sold
again. You may have seen the e-mails or
announcements1,2,3 beginning in December of
2015. The first posting was by John Henry, KI4JPL,
former TEN-TEC engineering manager, who was
retained by the new company.
1

http://qrper.com/2015/12/ten-tec-has-a-new-owner-with-a-long-term-vision/

2

http://www.arrl.org/news/dishtronix-purchases-ten-tec-assets

3

http://lists.contesting.com/archives//html/TenTec/2015-12/msg00013.html

I’ve always liked the stuff produced by TEN-TEC,
and their support of the QRP community. Here’s
hoping it all comes together for them and they
come back better than ever.
THE EFHWA ANTENNA FOR YOUR HOME STATION
I’ve written about the EFHWA (end fed half wave
antenna before, but always for QRP. For those of
you in an antenna challenged situation, you might
want to consider it for your station. For those using
the more common power level of one hundred
watts, scale up the size of the components to
handle that power level.4, 5
The antenna can be used (with minimal or no
counter-poise/radials) as a vertical, an inverted-L,
or as an inverted-V. Any part of the wire brought
into the shack to the tuner is part of the radiator.
GROUND RADIALS
You would think by now that every thing there is
to know about radials for vertical antennas would
be known. However, if you read various books and
on-line sources, you will often find conflicting
information. One will inform you that you
absolutely must have one hundred and twenty
radials a half wavelength long in a salt water
swamp, while another will say that sixteen or
maybe thirty-two on dry ground will work just fine.
John, KN5L, has collected data from several
sources and published the results (including his
own) on his web site.6 If you are interested in such
things, take a look at his findings.
EARN BIG MONEY, LEARN TO SERVICE RADIOS
AND TVs.
Those of you of a certain age will remember the
advertisements in various magazines touting learnat-home courses in radio and tv repair and how you
could “make big money studying and working in
your spare time as a radio or tv technician”. Seems
to me I remember one such ad showing an
attractive female gazing admiringly at a guy
4

https://m0ukd.com/homebrew/baluns-and-ununs/end-fed-half-wave-antenna-tunedcoupler/
5

http://ham.aditl.com/ham-radio/techie-stuff/efhw-tuner/

6

http://www.kn5l.net/GroundRadialStudy/

Excerpt from Bulletin of the Bureau of Labor Statistics
Directory of Labor Unions in the United States - 1953

repairing a radio (or tv). What a message - become
a radio/tv repair tech, make good money, and get
the girl, all because you take a home study course.

On-line or home study courses are still available
today. Do a search for “electronics home study
course” to find them. Do your homework to see if
the one you are interested in will work for you. If
you are simply looking for a basic course to help
you gain a better understanding for your amateur
ticket then one of these may be all you need.
Courses from some of these may not be recognized
in your state or province if you are looking for
employment post-course. On-line reviews are not
very favorable on many of these. Students were
often told things that later turned out to be

incorrect. As an alternative, check your local
community college for evening electronics courses.
There, at least, you would know what you are
getting.
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I’M GETTING RID OF IT

and

YOU CAN HAVE IT!

SignaLink SL-1+ (not the USB model)
Used with my Ten-Tec Jupiter. Comes with several
cables. Mint condition. Software and manual
downloadable from the web
page. This was working
when I last used it. I
replaced it with the
SignaLink USB model.
Both the cartridges and the SignaLink can be shipped from
Montana for a taker in the US, in early February, when next I
am out that way. If you want stuff earlier, I can ship from
Canada, but the shipping will likely be higher.
END - JANUARY 2017
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THE WAY IT WORKS IS THIS…
You have to be a member of MARA NorthEast to
submit an item or items to give away - and it (or they)
must be free (except for any shipping costs).
You must be a member of MARA Northeast to claim
and receive an item or items.
The two of you will have to agree who is paying for the
shipping, if you are not within driving distance to pick
the stuff up in person.
Doesn’t have to be amateur related. It can be anything
you want to get rid of.
No getting it for free and then selling it on E-Bay. You
have to personally have a use for it.
Submit your item or items to ve1vq@eastlink.ca to be
listed in the next newsletter. Provide some text
describing what it is and its condition (and a picture if
you have one).
The item/s will stay listed for three newsletters (or
less, if you notify us that it has been given away).
From VE1VQ…
Canon Ink Jet Printer cartridges new, unopened.
BCI-6BK
Qty 2
BCI-6M
Qty 2
BCI-6PC
Qty 3
BCI-6Y
Qty 1
BCI-6C
Qty 3
BCI-6PM
Qty 2
The Canon printer, for which I had
then, failed. Of course, the new
replacement Canon does not take
the same ones.

"And when we give each other
Christmas gifts in His name, let us
remember that He has given us the
sun and the moon and the stars, and
the earth with its forests and
mountains and oceans - and all that
lives and move upon them. He has
given us all green things and
everything that blossoms and bears
fruit and all that we quarrel about
and all that we have misused--and
to save us from our foolishness,
from all our sins, He came down to
earth and gave us Himself.”
― Sigrid Undset
Norwegian novelist

A

nother year older, another Christmas! Oh
the stress of getting just the right gift for
your special someone. Valentine’s Day is
a cinch - flowers and chocolates are always good
choices. Christmas calls for
creativity and imagination.
Heaven help you if
It requires deep thought
and extensive research.
you get it wrong!
Heaven help you if you get
it wrong! Not always a good time to be a husband.
Or you can do what my xyl’s uncle used to do cut out a picture of what he wanted to give her
aunt, and stick the picture along with the money in
an envelope under the tree.
I’ll leave the choice of gift giving up to you.
Personally, I try to have something for a surprise,
but I always save the receipt, just in case it should
have to be returned.
I’ve found that gift cards are most generally
appreciated. That way the recipient gets to browse
to their heart’s content and pick out exactly what
they would have wanted for a present.
While I’m not a socks or handkerchief kind of
person, I have been known to rave over a package
of these things from one of my grand children.
Should you get something from a young relative of
yours, I would suggest you do the same - even if
when you open the package you’re not quite sure
just what it is.
Until next month,
VE1VQ

