The month
of

The month
of

MARCH

is

APRIL

is

NATIONAL HAM RADIO MONTH*
*Perhaps if I keep saying it long enough,
people will believe it - like Fake News!
You heard it here first.
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inally, at long last, April is here! It sure
took long enough, what with all of the
snow we had this year. As much as
Grandma says she likes the winter season, after
a while it becomes more of a barely-there toleration, a gritting of teeth kind of thing. Toward
the end, we were even entertaining a thought
or two about waiting it out somewhere down
south. Nothing serious
thoughts, just kind of a
“mental application” of a
threat to spring to “get its
act together”. Sort of like
early changing from
winter coats to spring
JUNE 24-25
jackets to hasten the
warmer weather.
Our Field Day Planning Group has had a few
more meetings to firm things up for the big
weekend on the 24th and 25th of June. Walter
figures it will be the best one yet!
Before that happens, he and I are off to the
Dayton Hamvention being held this year on
May 19-21, at its new location at the Greene
County Fair & Exposition Center in Xenia,
Ohio. You remember this trip was his
Valentine’s present to me in lieu of roses and
candy.
Wendy and her boyfriend are busy, seriously
looking into universities throughout the US
and Canada. She
wants to go into
Makes me feel really old
the engineering
sometimes, what with
field of computers the way the years are
and communicaflying by!
tions, while he is
planning a career in criminology and law
enforcement. Seems like it was just yesterday

when she convinced her mother to bring her
over to my house to find out about the antennas in my backyard. Now, “our little girl” is
fast growing up. Won’t be long before she
“leaves the nest”.
Makes me feel really old sometimes, what
with the way the years are flying by! Must be
the winter blahs making me feel this way. Time
to take some Vitamin C or something.
Walter’s been pacing the shack floor, wanting
warmer weather to come. A few weeks ago, we
had a random length receiving antenna wire
come down in one of the storms. Since it isn’t
one of our main antennas, I’ve been able to
convince him that it could wait. Given a
warmish, spring-like day, he would have it
back up and in operation again in a couple of
hours.
And it’s not just Walter and I! A lot of folks
seem to be sort of on the edge of grouchy these
days. Don’t know if it’s the November election
results, or the weather, or what it is. It just
seems that people are a bit more touchy than
they were a year ago. Hopefully, it is something a week of sunshine and warmer temperatures will fix “right up”. Or perhaps everyone
just needs a dose of spring tonic, like my
grandmother used to make. The old folks
claimed what didn’t kill you made you
stronger! That sure was true of Granny’s tonic.
Just the thought of it makes me shudder. I also
have a strange urge to hide in a closet.
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THE CONTINUING SAGA OF THE
RASPBERRY Pi
The first Raspberry Pi 3 worked so well on
blocking on-line ads that I bought another two,
one for back east as a blocker, and one to play

with for other projects. I ordered the Raspberry
Pi Kit for Dummies this time. They were
slightly less expensive than the first one (on
sale when I bought it) and came with a clear
case (rather than black). On Cana Kit’s web
site, no size was given for the micro SD card
(containing NOOBS). I e-mailed them and was
told that a 16 GB card came with this kit.
However, when I opened the box, the card was
an 8 GB device. I e-mailed them asking about
the difference, and a couple of days later, had
an answer telling me that they were shipping
me two 32 GB cards to replace the lower
capacity ones, and not to
bother sending back the
Now, that’s good
8s. Now, that’s good
customer service
customer service for you!
for you!
The smaller card would
be fine for the ad blocker
(and in fact was what I used in this eastern
one). If I was doing more with the Pi I would
want at least a 16 GB.
After I installed Raspbian from the NOOBS
micro SD card, I updated the files on it to the
latest version, using the Terminal Window
commands
sudo apt-get update
and then
sudo apt-get dist-upgrade
and finally
sudo apt-get install -y pprompt
typed one line at a time at the prompt, followed by the Enter key.
I first tried it with the Pi 3 set to my wireless
connection. The update was not happy and
returned a bunch of error messages. Turning
the wireless off and connecting with cable to
my network provided me with an error-free
updated package. To clean up unnecessary
files left over after the installation, I used

sudo apt-get autoremove
After all of that, I was ready for the Pi-Hole
software. Again, using the Terminal Window, I
typed in
curl -sSL https://install.pi-hole.net | bash
and the Pi 3 reached out through the Internet
and downloaded the necessary files. When you
do this, make sure you observe lower and
upper case and spaces. Unlike Windows, Linux
is very picky about such things!
During the Pi-Hole set up, make sure you
record the suggested DNS settings and also the
password for the Pi-Hole Console. If you forget
the latter, you can always change it later. You
can accept the DNS suggestions as presented in
the set up or you can change them to
something else you prefer, should they conflict
with something you have already on your
network. You will need them to modify the
DNS settings on your computer/s.
You can configure your router’s DHCP
options to force clients to use Pi-hole as their
DNS server, or you can manually configure
each device (desktop computer, laptop, tablet,
etc.) to use the Pi-hole as the DNS server.
It’s kind of fun looking at the information the
Console provides. The main page shows a
graph (over time) of the numbers of DNS
queries in total and the number blocked.
Another page lists the sites blocked or
accepted. That screen also allows you to
“blacklist” or “whitelist” the querying sites. If
you “blacklist” one, it will be blocked in the
future. If you move one to the “whitelist” side,
it will allow it to be shown.
Figure 1 (on Pg. 4) shows the upper left
corner of the Console. The CPU has an on-chip
temperature sensor that, while it isn’t exactly
precise, is still good enough to give you an idea
of the chip’s condition. If you don’t like it
displayed in Celsius (default), you can change
it to either Fahrenheit or Kelvin.

Once you
have it set up
and blocking
ads, you don’t
have to do
anything more
with it. It
doesn’t need a
monitor or
Figure 1 - A screen shot of the
Pi-Hole Admin Console’s upper left
keyboard or
corner, showing the CPU
mouse to
temperature, the load, and the
operate. You
memory useage.
can “talk” to it
through the web
based Console.
If it shuts off from a power failure, the R-Pi 3
will simply reboot when the power returns,
with the Pi-Hole program active.
Wouldn’t hurt every now and then, using the
Console, go in under TOOLS and do an
Update Lists to keep things current.

THE NEWSLETTER’S APPEARANCE
If you have been paying attention, you might
have noticed that
the body text font
If you see something
used in The
that doesn’t look right
NEWSLETTER has
with your browser,
recently changed.
please let me know.
For some time I’ve
been using Calibri.
In an effort to make it a bit more readable, I
switched to Palatino Linotype.
As well, I have found that XARA Designer
Pro X, the software I use to produce the
NEWSLETTER doesn’t always play nice when
it comes to graphics placement in some
browsers. I believe I’ve found the solution to
the problem. To make sure, I now check the
final product on-line with Microsoft Internet
Explorer, Google Chrome, and Chromium on
the Raspberry Pi 3 under Linux. If you see
something that doesn’t look right with your

browser, please let me know.

HAM RADIO MAGAZINE
As a teenager in technical school, I haunted
the local book store waiting for the monthly
issue of Ham
Skirt Radio magazine to show up.
Eventually, my maternal
grandmother, who lived in
the north eastern US,
bought me a yearly
subscription as a combined
birthday and Christmas
present. A lot of the articles
I didn’t fully (or even
partially) understand, but I
loved that magazine.
When the editor Jim Fisk, W1DTY/W1HR,
died it was like losing a good friend, even
though I had never met him.
Occasionally, over the years, I would take
those past issues out and go through them
month by month, looking for a specific article
(usually antenna related). Eventually, I gave
them away to a younger ham. Some years back,
I bought the set on CD, and every now and
then I go through them again. The memories
those electronic pages bring back.
CQ Magazine sells them as CD sets from
their “store” for $120 as does the ARRL for
$149.85.
Now, you can also look at them on-line at
http://cahabatechnology.com/aa4pg/hrmag/hamradiomag/

Some of the magic is still there when I look
through them, even now, although scanning
through the various issues on-line or on a CD
on a computer is just not the same as taking
them out of a bunch of cardboard boxes and
holding them in my hands. Maybe it’s the lack
of any of that old stored-in-a-cardboard-boxin-a-closet paper smell!
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the same ones.
SignaLink SL-1+ (not the USB model) to get you on the
digital modes. Used with my Ten-Tec Jupiter. Comes
with several cables. Mint
condition. Software and
manual downloadable from the
web page. This was working
when I last used it. I replaced it
with the SignaLink USB model.

THE WAY IT WORKS IS THIS…
You have to be a member of MARA NorthEast to
submit an item or items to give away - and it (or they)
must be free (except for any shipping costs).

Both the cartridges and the SignaLink can be shipped
from Montana for a taker in the US, when next I am out
that way. If you want stuff earlier, I can ship from
Canada, but the shipping will most likely be higher.
END - APRIL 2017

You must be a member of MARA Northeast to claim
and receive an item or items.
The two of you will have to agree who is paying for the
shipping, if you are not within driving distance to pick
the stuff up in person.
Doesn’t have to be amateur related. It can be anything
you want to get rid of.
No getting it for free and then selling it on E-Bay. You
(or a family member, or a friend) have to personally
have a use for it.
Submit your item or items to ve1vq@eastlink.ca to be
listed in the next newsletter.

"The first of April is the day we
remember what we are the other
364 days of the year."
- Mark Twain

Provide some text describing what it is and its
condition (and a picture if you have one).
In the event you find an expired item you want in a
past NEWSLETTER, you can always contact the owner
and see if they still have it!
The item/s will stay listed for six newsletters (or less, if
you notify us that it has been given away).
From VE1VQ…
Canon Ink Jet Printer cartridges - new, unopened.
BCI-6BK
BCI-6M
BCI-6PC
BCI-6Y
BCI-6C
BCI-6PM

Qty 2
Qty 2
Qty 3
Qty 1
Qty 3
Qty 2

The Canon printer, for which I had
them, failed. Of course, the new
replacement Canon does not take

W

as listening to the local 2-meter net
the other morning, after our most
recent storm. The common topic was
how everyone was tired of winter and just
wanted a few days of nice weather. For the most
part, our winters up here in Nova Scotia are
tempered by the moderating effects of the
offshore Gulf Stream. Climate change seems to

have made for more snow and more stormy
weather.
An interesting (but lengthy) read is This
Changes Everything by Naomi Klein. The book
goes into great detail about Global climate
change and the reasons for it, and despite
outward appearances, how world governments
and big corporations have fought against any
real change to combat increasing levels of
carbon in the atmosphere, and how they have
stymied real development of new and
deployment of existing renewable energy
sources.
Whether you believe in Climate Change or
not, whether you think it is real, but don’t
believe it is man-made, but just the natural
cycle of things, or whatever state of
belief/disbelief you are in with it, borrow or
buy a copy of the
book and find out
Whether you believe
who among the
in Climate Change or
world’s already rich
not…
corporations and
individuals are benefiting from it. It may
surprise you to find that some of the major
environmental groups are doing quite well
from it all, as she reveals their ties to the big
movers and shakers in the fossil fuel industry.
Sometimes it is a bit heavy (figuratively
speaking) to get through, but definitely a good
read! It might just change your mind.
Until next month,
VE1VQ

