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t’s almost like waiting for Christmas day,
when you were a kid, except now we’re
grown up, and it’s Field Day I’m thinking
about. We’ve got the RV packed and ready to
go. We’ve been to the camp ground site several
times to measure and plan where antennas and
operating tents and equipment and the generator will be installed this year. We’ve been
doing this for quite a while now, so we have to
be getting somewhat better!
Set-up for us will be late Friday afternoon
and early evening and the remainder on Saturday morning, since we’re more about having
fun and taking it easy. Not being as young as
we used to be! Some will
operate on Sunday until Not being as young
the end of the event
as we used to be!
when the antennas will
come down.
We’ll have a couple of SSB stations - one on 40
and another on 20 or 80 depending on the time
of day/night. Another one on 40 CW for those
who want to work that mode. Either of these
can be moved to the higher bands should there
be an opening up there. What we’re all about is
having fun!
Walter has his QRP gear to play with when
the day’s excitement fades (when the seniors
bedtimes are long past and they’ve all gone
home to bed).
Each person is
The word is out that we
responsible for
their own Friday don’t want to miss either
night meal, and
of these events.
Saturday lunch,
and of course any snacks and drinks they
might want through the night. Saturday breakfast and supper are being provided by the

Senior’s Residence. The word is out that we
don’t want to miss either of those events.
On another
note, going to
this year’s
Hamvention
was
everything I
remember going to all those many years ago.
There was an energy there that was unbelievable. All those hams in one place. I’ll bet the
local hotels, eateries, and merchants loved it as
well. Of course, what with hams being so
cheap - er, frugal - most probably brought their
own food and slept in their vehicles! Like us.
I was hoping to get some pictures of some of
the displays and events to include here, but
wouldn’t you know - I brought my camera, but
left the charger home on the kitchen counter and the battery was dead!
The major equipment suppliers were there in
full force. People were saying it was kind of
sad not to see the old Ten-Tec. Guess their failure is just another sign of the economic times.
Elecraft was there with some new items of
equipment including their new KPA1500 HF
amplifier. Lots of small suppliers made things
interesting, sort of like meeting old friends
again, after seeing their ads in QST and CQ
over the years.
Walter spent a lot of time at the places, both
inside and out, large and small, selling QRP
stuff. I didn’t mind, as I had one
of those light weight folding
stools I bought a couple of years
ago on E-Bay, which he kindly
carried for me. When my tootsies,
ankles, or legs got tired, I had
somewhere to park my derrière. I
think others were a bit envious, as a lot of
attendees would look at me and smile and nod.
Perhaps I should have set up outside selling
them. Might have paid for the trip.
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SET-UP FOR THE RASPBERRY Pi-HOLE

For Windows follow
these steps:
1. Left button click
on Start
2. Left button click on Network
Connections.
3. Right button click on Ethernet.
4. Left button click on Properties.
5. Left button click on Internet Protocol
Version 4 (TCP/IPv4) to highlight it.
6. Left button click on Properties.
7. At the bottom of the new box that
opens, change Obtain DNS server
address automatically to Use the
Following DNS server addresses.
8. In the block for Preferred DNS server
type the address the Pi-Hole installation
gave you (or the one you changed it to).
Mine happened to be 192.168.0.24.
Whatever you choose, make sure it
doesn’t conflict with an existing one.
9. In the Alternate Server field type
8.8.8.8 (this will be the address your PC
will use if the Pi-hole is not working, or

ADS

Once the Raspberry Pi 3 has been loaded
with the Pi-Hole software (see the February
2017 issue for the original article) and the
device is plugged into
your router, you need
to configure your
Windows PC to take
advantage of the Hole’s
ad-killing abilities.

you are away from your network. That
address happens to be the one for Google
and will likely still be up when every
thing else in the Internet world fails!
This is the way I chose to set up the Pi-Hole
on my network. Enabling it in this manner, I
can have my laptop make use of the ad-killer,
and have my xyl’s
desktop act in a
normal manner. I
made the mistake of
ADS
adding hers to the ad
free zone. As soon as I
did that, everything
that went wrong with
her computer was the
fault of the Pi-Hole (or
that ad thing that I put
on)! Finally, to stop having to listen to the
complaints, I set the DNS settings on hers back
to “normal”.
Remember, when you have the Pi-Hole
software loaded on the Raspberry Pi 3, you can
shut the power down and remove the mouse,
keyboard, and monitor, running it “headless”.
When you power the Pi 3 back on it will
automatically load and run the Pi-Hole
program.
The site I use to see if the Pi-Hole is working
is http://www.cardgamespidersolitaire.com/.
When I see two empty gray vertical boxes (one
on either side of the solitaire game screen), I
know life is now ad free. If you have another
site that you know contains ads, simply do a
“before” and “after” view test to verify.
Remember or record what the “after” site looks
like in case you want to ever check it again.

INKSCAPE DRAWING SOFTWARE
Occasionally here in these pages, I make
mention of XARA DESIGNER PRO, the
software program I use to produce the
NEWSLETTER each month. At one time, I used
ADOBE PhotoShop, but switched to XARA
because of the cost (the latter is much, much
less expensive!). There are a few jobs PS seems
to do better/easier but that may be because I
haven’t figured the XARA way of doing things
yet.
While XARA DP is “relatively” inexpensive,
it still costs a couple of hundred dollars if you
are purchasing it for the first time. Updates,
made available free for the downloading are
issued several times a year. However when
they do a major version update there is a cost
(under a hundred dollars if you have
purchased it previously and kept it updated).
The other day I stumbled across INKSCAPE.
It looks promising (although I haven’t tried it
yet). From what I read on their web site
(https://inkscape.org/en/), it appears to be
similar to XARA, but perhaps not
quite as well developed as it is
still at version 0.92. Some of
the screen shots of menus
and pages are very
interesting.
Type “INKSCAPE review” into
your favorite search engine and decide for
yourself. You should realize that there will be a
learning curve, just as with any new software.
If you are in need of a drawing program and
like the idea of free (and who doesn’t like free!)
and open source, take a look at it.

RANSOMWARE
As this is written in mid May, the big thing
in the news is the worldwide WannaCry
ransomware attack that just happened. And,

apparently, all because someone in your
organization or family clicked on a harmless
looking e-mail attachment.
Here are some suggestions.
1. If you have information on your
computer
that you absolutely cannot lose,
Skirt
make frequent backups. Perhaps it’s
family photos, or years of collecting
pictures of cute little kitty cats and
puppies, or maybe it’s the software you
use to run your business, or the great
novel you’ve worked on for decades. If
you can’t afford to lose the information,
don’t whine if you didn’t backup your
data.
Keep any backup you made on a
separate removable drive and store it
disconnected and away from your
computer. Ransomware will often search
your computer and network for other
drives and attack those as well as your
local machine.
2. Keep your operating system up to
date. If you are using one of the recent
Microsoft Windows flavors, make sure
you keep the updates current. Windows
10 won’t allow you to pick and choose
what you want for updates. You get them
whether you want them or not.
3. Make sure you have anti-virus
software installed. Windows 10 comes
with it. Use it, or download another one.
Search for it with your favorite search
engine. Read the reviews, and decide
which one you want. Then install it! And
keep it updated!
4. A lot of this blankety-blank stuff comes
in on harmless looking e-mails as an
attachment. If you get an e-mail from
someone you don’t know, don’t open it.
Are you that lonely and is your social life
so poor and empty you need to read
every e-mail that comes to your mailbox?

You obviously need to get on the air more
often! Delete any such e-mail directly to
your Trash box. Then empty your Trash
box. If you get an e-mail from someone
you do know but you have any
suspicions, do the same thing and get rid
of it without viewing. After all, how many
pictures of cute kitties curled up with
equally cute puppies do you need to look
at?
I’ve been seeing an increase in e-mail
supposedly from my children but with a
strange Internet Service Provider, one
they’ve never had before.
I also get e-mail from family members
and friends that have “Thought you
might like to see this…” in the Subject
line. Sorry family and friends, but I don’t
open them.
For a good white paper on ransomeware,
check out https://www.mcafee.com/ca/
resources/white-papers/wp-understandingransomware-strategies-defeat.pdf
It takes a little work to protect yourself,
certainly more than it did even a few years ago,
but that’s the way of the world today. If you
are going to be active on the Internet, as my
oldest grand daughter says, “Suck it up
Buttercup!”.

was with the previous HP laptop, so I had to
go through the whole process of downloading
and installing the SDR# software again.
That installation the last time was painful. I
had to go to several sites to find the various
necessary parts. The instructions were not
clear, most likely written by people who were
extremely familiar with the software and who
tended to leave important steps out!
This time is was fairly easy. I googled “sdr#
installation instructions”. SDR#, (pronounced
S-D-R Sharp) you might remember, is the
popular software you use to make the dongle
do something useful, like decode the received
signals. The number one item on the first
Google search page was
http://www.rtl-sdr.com/rtl-sdr-quick-startguide/
The first few paragraphs at the top of the web
site state:
This page is a guide aimed at helping anyone set
up a cheap radio scanner based on the RTL-SDR
software defined radio as fast as possible on a
Windows system. If you have any trouble during
the installation, please see the troubleshooting
guide further down the page. We also have brief
instructions for getting started on Linux and OSX
at the end of this page.
Please note that the RTL-SDR is not a plug and
play device. You will need to have sufficient skills
to perform basic PC operations such as unzipping

SDR DONGLE RECEIVERS
REVISITED
It’s been a while since I fired
up the NOOELEC USB
connected SDR dongle
receiver to my laptop. I found
the SDR with its short vertical
antenna in a plastic bag in a
box I was cleaning out the
other day. When I thought
about trying it out again, I
realized the last time I used it

A screen shot with a local FM
broadcast station (left of center).
The signal on the right side
of the screen is another FM
signal.

files, installing software, moving and copying files
and have the motivation to learn new software.
Currently, the most common RTL-SDR dongle is
the R820T/R820T2 which usually sells for under
$20 USD.
Generally at least a dual core processor will be
required to run most SDR software smoothly.
Some command line software and ADS-B
decoders may work on less powerful hardware.
To get the most enjoyment out of RTL-SDR you
will need a decent antenna.

The page then goes on to describe in step by
step detail how to install the software. My
advice to you before you start the installation is
to read the information carefully, and then read
it again.
The steps that they mention people getting
caught on were exactly the ones I had trouble
with.
Step 4 tells you to unzip the downloaded files
to a directory on your hard drive. I had read
that step several times but I still couldn’t make
it work (I was trying to install it from the
zipped file). Finally something clicked in my
pea-brain and I highlighted all of the files and
told my unzip program (7-Zip) to do the deed
to a new folder that I named SDR#. Before you
perform the next step (#5), actually check the
newly created (SDR#) directory to make sure
the files unzipped. If they have, double click on
install-rtlsdr.bat from within the extracted list
of files as discussed in step 5.
Be careful in Step 10 to have “Bulk-in,
Interface (Interface 0)” as your choice and the

“WIN USB” as the driver (the box following the
green arrow) before you commit by clicking the
“Replace Driver” button. I had been looking at
all of the choices available and when I clicked, I
realized (too late!) that I was replacing the
BlueTooth driver! I went back and did the
correct driver
replacement. A
…the RF gain is set to zero
few days later, I
when you power up the
re-installed the
receiver and SDR# for the
driver for
first time.
BlueTooth
devices.
Follow the remainder of the steps.
Step 14 is important to note as the RF gain is
set to zero when you power up the receiver and
SDR# for the first time. Set the gain to maximum.
You can play around with it after you get a
station on the screen. You can also experiment
with the various AGC selections.
SDR# will decode both narrow and wideband
FM, CW, lower and upper SSB, AM and DSB.
When you click on a mode, it automatically
chooses a default bandwidth. That can be
changed to anything you want. Starting out,
leave it at the
default setting.
The easiest radio signal to
The easiest
work with is most likely a
radio signal to
local FM broadcast station.
work with is
most likely a
local FM broadcast station. These days they seem
to be around every point on the “dial” so you
most likely won’t have trouble finding one unless you live in the wilds of Alaska or
the far north of Canada. If that’s the case,
you are on your own as there is probably
nothing to hear anyway!
The tiny whip antenna that usually
comes with these receivers is good
enough to get things going but you will
most likely want to make or buy
something better. I added a short hunk

of hook-up wire twisted to the stud on the
mount and held in place by the screw-on whip.
It worked well enough to raise signal strength
with the whip base stuck to a metal stapler on
my office desk. As I get the time, I’ll play with
other things to see if I can make some
improvement.
One minor problem I noted, was that every
once in a while I would click on something in
the settings, or I would click to close down the
program and the software would freeze! I had
to open Window’s Task Manager to shut it
down. When I reopened SDR# things would
work fine.
Besides being easier to install then before, the
SDR# software has added some features since
the last time I used it. More fun, and still free.
Enjoy your eavesdropping!

K9YA MONTHLY E-ZINE
“Since 2004, the Robert F. Heytow Memorial
Radio Club has published its general interest
amateur radio eZine”.
So reads the opening paragraph of the web
site. Click on the “K9YA TELEGRAPH” button
on the top of the home page. From there, you
can choose to view some sample issues or you
can subscribe (free) to get their monthly e-zine
with articles about CW telegraphy past and
present. If you like CW then you will like this.
Go to http://www.k9ya.org/ and take a look
around.

THE WAY IT WORKS IS THIS…
You have to be a member of MARA NorthEast to
submit an item or items to give away - and it (or they)
must be free (except for any shipping costs).
You must be a member of MARA Northeast to claim
and receive an item or items.
The two of you will have to agree who is paying for
the shipping, if you are not within driving distance to
pick the stuff up in person.
Doesn’t have to be amateur related. It can be
anything you want to get rid of.
No getting it for free and then selling it on E-Bay. You
(or a family member) have to personally have a use
for it.
Submit your item or items to ve1vq@eastlink.ca to be
listed in the next newsletter.
Provide some text describing what it is and its
condition (and a picture if you have one).
The item/s will stay listed for six newsletters (or less,
if you notify us that it has been given away).
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"If at first you don’t succeed - well
so much for skydiving!”
Unknown

W

ell, I packed up my TenTec Rebel
QRP rig and brought it out when I
flew from east to west in May. Along
with the rig, in the box went the BLT+ tuner, the
external audio filter, my Johnson straight key,
the power supply and power distribution board,
my RigExpert antenna analyzer, the sixteen steel
tape measures used for the ground plane, and
other assorted bits and pieces. In a separate
sturdy cardboard tube, I packed the (collapsed)
Jackite pole for the
squid pole antenna.
Everything passed
Everything passed
inspection at airport
inspection at airport
security on the Halifax
security on the
start of the flight and
Halifax start of the
arrived safely on the
flight and arrived
safely on the Alberta Alberta end.
end.
Having some spare time about a week later, I
unpacked everything with the intention of
connecting it and, at least, running it into a
dummy load. No matter how much I searched, I
could not find the short length of RG58 with
BNC connectors that went between the rig and
the tuner. For want of a single cable, my plans
were dashed!

Luckily, I was about to place an order for
some items to ABRA Electronics in Montreal
so I simply added a pair of pre-assembled
cables to the shopping list.
For now, the radio equipment sits patiently
waiting on an old re-purposed kitchen table
intended as the operating position.
The point of this, is that no matter how well
you think you’ve done in planning and
packing, there’s
usually
The point of this, is that
something
no matter how well you
you’ve forgotten. think you’ve done in
If it had been one planning and packing,
of the audio
there’s usually something
cables, I’ve got
you’ve forgotten.
extras of those.
Maybe I should have made a list!
I hope that in another week I will have the
cable and be able to get on the air. If you hear
someone transmitting around the QRP
frequencies on 40 or 20, with a very shaky, long
out of practice fist, it just might be me.
Until next month,
VE1VQ

